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' MY MUCH ESTEEMED FRIENDS, 
5 Pu THE 
WORTHY INHABITANTS 
. „ 5 
LAYTON-STONE, 
© THESE DISCOURSES, 


PUBLISHED AT THEIR REQUEST, 
= ARE 
WITH ALL RESPECT 
AND 
GRATITUDE, 
INSCRIBED 
= BY THEIR | 
| VERY AFFECTIONATE FRIEND, 
TT N D | 
' OBLIGED HUMBLE SERVANT, 


WILLIAu ToTTON. 


. _ To the Reverend | 
Dr. RUTHERFORTH, 
e of ESS EA. 


Reverend Sir, 


= — tak of -friendfhip 
You honoured me with, as well as 


the many excellent inſtructions You gave 
me, while I was under Your care in the 


Univerſity, would render me inexcuſable, 
if I did not embrace the carlieft oppor- 
tunity to make a public acknowledgment - 


of both. 
I have, therefore, taken the liberty to 


place Your name before theſe Discoursss : 


as they belong to no one with ſo much 
' Juſtice, nor can be preſented any where 
with ſo great a propriety, as to Him un- 


der whom I was ſo fortunately plac'd; 


and by whoſe kind hand I was firſt con- 


ducted into the pleaſant paths of facred 


knowledge. | 1 
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u/{ DEDICATION. 

I am truly ſenſible theſe my firſt ſruits 
in Divinity, will be a "In evidence 

againſt me, how much I have fallen ſhort 
of making fuch ſuitable improvements as 
might reaſonably be expected from thoſe 

advantages I enjoyed, in ſo able a Gurps : | 
but as they were requeſted in a manner 1 
could not reſiſt, it gave me an opportunity 
1 hare long waited for, of expreſſing the 
grateful ſenſe I retain of all Your chear- 
ful abours in my fervice, and giving You 


a teſtimony of that moſt affect 


| een which will xer ples my hear 


1 am, Bus- Sir, 

_ with the e reſpe&?, 
Tour much obliged, 
and mos obedient ſervant a 


William Totton. 
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Humble. yourſelves . therefore 2 the 


mighty band of G0 D., 


"HERE cannot be a more pleaſing enter- 

tainment, or a more uſeful, as well as no- 

ble employment for the mind of man, than 

to contemplate thoſe various perfections, which to- 
gether compleat the adorable character of Gop. 


To think upon that wiſdom which founded the 
| earth, and that underſtanding Thich eftabliſhed the = 


heavens :—To conſider that goodneſs which is gra- 

cCiouſly extended to ALL, and communicates hap- 
pineſs to an univerſe of beings :—and to reflect 

upon that amazing power, ſo illuſtriouſiy diſplayed 
throughout creation's ample range ; — is not only 


the moſt delightful exerciſe of thoſe faculties and 


powers we are endowed with, but very highly 


proper to excite in our minds becoming apprehen. 
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ſions of our Creator; and fill our hearts with fuita- 
ble affections towards him: for infinite and unfa- 

thomable wiſdom, muſt ever ſtrike us with admi- 
ration and eſteem: goodneſs unlimited and for 
ever nexhauſtible, cannot but fill us with adoration 
and pious love: and uncontroulable power and om- 
nipotence, produce in our ſouls that veneration and 

dread, which will gaſt us down in the profound- 
eſt humility before his awful throne: — from the 
united influence of which holy affections, will 
reſult that religious behaviour due from dependent 


. creatures to ſo tranſcendently great and exalted a 


BEING ; upen whom they muſt rely every moment 
for protection, comfort and happineſs in this life; 
and on whoſe power and goodneſs they muſt de- 
pend for bleſſedneſs to all eternity. - 


It is, however, the laſt of theſe glorious per- 


fections of Gon, his adorable omnipotence, which 


the late awakening judgments call upon us 
to remember, and which the preſent ſolemni- 
ty gives me an opportunity to remind you of : 
for as we are called together by royal authority, 
to humble ourſelves before almighty Gop ; to in- 

treat him to avert his judgments from us; and 
take us and our affairs under his favour and pro- 
tection; I thought I could not better anſwer the 
pious intention of our aſſembling this day, than 


by directing your thoughts to the conſideration of 


the ſovereign power of Go, : as a juſt motive for 
walking 


(37 


walking humbly with him at all times; as well as a 
proper reaſon for our humiliation before him on 


this day. But how ſhall we enter upon the de- 


_ frription ? what can language do? and where find 
- words to deſcribe that exalted perfection, which 
*. holy Job repreſents ſo far beyond our abilities to 
comprehend ! for, as touching the Almighty; we cun- 
not find him out ! And after diſplaying, in another 
place, the glory of this great attribute in the ſe- 

veral aſtoniſhing inſtances there recited, he cries 
out with holy admiration and ſurprize, Lo! theſe 
are but part ef bis ways! for how little a portion 
is heard of bim] but the thunder of his power 
who can underſtand? Though we cannot how- 
ever conceive the nature of this incomprehenſible 
perfection in the Divine Being, yet we behold fuck 

magnificent diſplays of it in the beautiful works 
of his creation, as muſt force from us the pious 
acknowledgment of the wiſe ſon of Sirach, The 


Tord is terrible, and very great; and marvellous 


in his power ! No one can doubt of this ttuth, 
who will but open his eyes, and look unto the 
heavens above, where ſo many illuſtrious bodies 
inceſſantly blaze forth the glory of their great 
Creator. What an idea does it convey to our 
minds of the amazing greatneſs of his power, 
when we. only contemplate that glorious luminary 
the ſun ; the eye and ſoul of this great world! 
The * that giveth light, ſays the ſon of Sirach, 
'B : 4 Late 


| HE? 
Þooketh upon all things; and the work thereof is 
Full of the glory of the Loxp | What but omni- 
potence could create ſo ſurprizing a body of fire, 
of ſo many hundred thouſand miles in diameter? 
which at the diſtance of ſeventy-ſix millions of 
miles, adminiſters to us light and heat, and all the 
innumerable bleſſings and comforts of life. 
How it aſtoniſhes the mind to think upon thoſe 
wonderful orbs that roll unweariedly around him ; 
and have been preſerved regular and uniform in 
their revolutions from the firſt day of their crea- 
tion to the preſent hour! But what ſtill more 
highly confounds the imagination of man, at the 
ſame time that it magnifies the aſtoniſhing power 
of God, is the conſideration that this is not the 
only fun, nor theſe the only worlds in the uni- 
verſe,” but that all thoſe glittering ſtars that be- 
ſpangle the glowing firmament, are ſo many other 
uns to enlighten as many other ſyſtems, in the 
. tu boundleſs and unmeaſurable extent of God's uni- 
ng verſal empire and dominion. For, it is no 
«© ways probable,” ſays a late ingenious and ac- 
curate aſtronomer, * that Gop Almighty, who 
e always acts with infinite wiſdom, and never does 
* any thing in vain, ſhould create ſo many ſuns, 
<« and place them alone at ſuch great diſtances 
ee from each other, and not have made other bo- 
« dies 3 he _ Placed near them, to be 
nouriſhed, 


2 Bee Keill's aſtronomical lectures. p. 40. 
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ce nouriſhed, animated; and refreſhed oe the light 

* and heat of theſe ſunss 

Hence we are to conſider the BD ukiog 
<. as a glorious palace for an infinitely! great, and 
1. every-whete preſent Gon; and that all the 
«© ſyſtems of worlds are as ſo many theatres in 
„ Which he diſplays his infinite 1 80 | 
© neſs and power. 

Alfter this contemplation den * bedn . 
ently indulged; after we have admired the beauty, 
the order, and magnificence of theſe works of 
an ALmicuTy HAxn; when we come to look 
back to their ſurpriz ing original, and remember; 
that by the word F the Lord were the heavens made, 
and all the hoſt of them by the breath of bis mouth : 
that be fpake,' and it was done; he commanded; 
and they were created: this is the moſt ftriking 
thought of all; a reflection, that gives us the 
grandeſt idea of the omnipotent power of Gop; 
repreſents it moſt unutterably great; moſt incon- 
ceivably magnificent! and obliges us to unite in the 
pious obſervation of the devout pſalmiſt ; the hea- 
vens declare the glory of Gop, and the firmanent 
 ſheweth his handy works | 

And as theſe heavenly bodies firſt ſtarted into 
being at his ſovereign command, ſo would they 

ruſh out of it inſtantly, whenever it ſhall be his 
pleaſure: that they are preſerved therefore in ſuch 


beautiful order, and * harmony, muſt 
be 


1 * 

de aſcribed to the influence of the ſame almighty 
energy, by which, at firſt, they were ſo wonder- 
fully created. Theſe then are ſome of the moſt - 
ſignal effects of the divine power; which I choſe 
at this time to ſingle out from the innumerable 
other inſtances we ſee about us, as they will pre- 
ſently lead us to ſome uſeful deen er | 
ſuitable to this occaſion. a 

Not, however, that we nk aka 10 far as. 
the heavens for a proof of this perfection in the 
Deity ; ſince, from the glorious fun in the firma - 
ment, to the humbleſt blade of graſs, his omnipe- 
tence is diſplayed in every thing we behold, Not 
only nature itſelf is indebted for its birth to his al- 
mighty hand, but all its various bleffings flow from 
his unremitted and univerfal influence. That power 
which-warms in the ſun, and ſparkles in the gem; 
flows in the ſtream, and refrefhes in the breeze; 
| chears in the fruits, and bloſſoms in the flowers ! 
Thou vifiteft the earth, and bleſſeſt it; fays the Pſal- 
miſt, thou makeſt it very plenteous : thou crowneft the 
year with thy goodneſs, and thy clouds drop faineſs : 
they drop upon che paſtures of the wilderneſs, and the 
little hills rejoice on every fide. The paſtures are chath-. 
ed with. flocks ; the vallies alſo are cxvered over with 
corn; they ſhout for joy, they alſo fing! And can 
we forbear to Join the univerſal chorus? can we 
refrain from uniting in the pleafing rapture of 
the was Plalmiſt, O Tord, bot manifold are thy 
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bt / — thin made thim' alt ; he 

earth is full of thy riches! fo full — that we may 
with juſtice renew his pious queſtion, who can . 
preſs the mighty acts of the Lord ? who can ſhew 
forth all bis praiſe? to ran through the number- 
leſs manifeſtations of his power, viſible through the 
| wholecircleof creation would be a ſubject which 
the tongue of an angel would never be able to ex- 
hauſt. For the Lok b, ſays the ſon of Sirach, hath 
not gu ven puer to his ſaints to declare all Bis mar- 
vellaus works, which the Almighty Lox hath firmly 
tied; that: whatſoever is might be eftabliſhed for 
bis glory! how then Hall we be able to magnifie 
him? for he is great above all his works ! who hath 
feen him, that he might tell us, and who can mag- 
niſie him as he is? there are yet hid greater things 
than theſe; for we have ſeen ng of his works! 
but from what we do ſee — from that bright and 
ſtupendous diſplay of it, which the heavens hold 
forth to our wondering fight, and more aftoniſh'd 
underſtandings, we diſcover enough to acknow- 
ledge with holy Dawid, that the Loxp moſt high is 
terrible; he is a great KI over all the earth! we 

diſcover enough to admire, with the prophet Iſaiah, 
the glory of the LoRD ; and to adore the excellency of 
dur Gop! and, with lumble Job, to abhor 45 | 
ſelves, and repent before him in duſt and aſhes : 
which leads me to the ſecond obſervation I intend 
to make W of the text, that the con- 
* 
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ſaderation of God s univerſal ſovereignty and pow- 
er, ought to be a motive with us at all times to 


walk before him with humility reverence, end 
godly fear. 

For what leſs ſhould the thoughts of this awful 
perfection of the moſt high Gop, but ſtrike us with 
a ſenſe of our own vilenels, littleneſs and vanity ? 
of our continual dependence upon him; and infi- 
nite obligations to him? and what diſpoſitions 
can we find out ſo very becoming, and proper for 

ſinful, weak, and dependent creatures as godly. 
humility, and the devouteſt awe ? what leſs ſnould 
the ſenſe of the glorious majeſty and power of 
_ Gon, deeply impreſſed upon our minds, but ex- 
cite in us a perpetual vigilance and care to ſe- 
cure an intereſt in his favour, by daily advancing 
to higher degrees of chriſtian excellence and 
perfection? This is the happy effect which Gop 
himſelf informs the patriarch Abraham, the 
contemplation of his omnipotence ought to have 
upon him. I am the almighty Gop, walk before 
me; and be thou perfect. Now humility is the 
ground-work of perfection: till we are lowly in 
our own eyes, we are in ignorance of our ſinful- 
neſs, wretchedneſs, and guilt! we are ſtrangers 
to that true contrition of ſoul; that in ward a 
| ment, and ſelf-abhorrence, which we muſt feel 
in our hearts, before Gop will ever look upon us: 
For thus * the bigh. and Wy One thatinhabiteth 


. etermy 
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eternity ; whoſe name is holy / I dwell in the high 
and holy place ; with him al alſo that is of a contrite 
and humble Spirit ; to revive the ſpirit of. the hum- 
ble ; and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 
And the reaſon Gop can never look upon us till 
we appear before him in this unfeigned humilia- 


tion of heart and ſoul, is becauſe without this deep | 


ſenſe of our imperfections; and without this bit- 


ter compunction for them; tis impoſſible we 


ſhould reſolve in earneſt to abandon them; and 


return with all our hearts to our forſaken and of- 


fended Gop. Pride is ſo buſy to inſinuate its ſubtil 
poiſon i into our hearts; ſo induſtrious to whiſper its 
pernicious lies into our ears, that without ſubmit- 
ting to this proper ſelf-abaſement and deteſtation, 
as a neceſſary antidote againſt its deſtructive ve- 
nom, we ſhall be over- run with vanity ; and ru- 
ined by our ſelf-conceit : for the natural conſe-. 
quence of thinking too well of ourſelves already, 
(which we are moſt of us inclined to do) will 


always be this,—that we ſhall feel no diſpoſition 


to aim at higher advancements in chriſtianity; nor 
ever aſpire with unfeigned ardor after that r:gh- 


zeouſneſs, with which they only, ſays our bleſſed. 


LoRD, who e and thirft Ser it, ak ever 
be filled. 

_ Juſt apprehenſions then of the power of Go, 
cannot but render us ambitious of his favour : for 


if we have once ſecured his affectionate regard, 
C N Phat 
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what is there we can poſſibly defire, which fo 
great a BEiNG cannot do for us? I tnow, fays 
holy Job, that thou canſi do every thing! for in- 
finite power will enable him to accompliſh thoſe 
gracious deſigns for our happineſs, which infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs may contrive. If then, the 
fenſe of Gop's omnipotence raiſes in us fuch a ſol- 
licitous defire of his favour, that defire will natural- 
ly lead us to humility ; fince humility appears to be 
N the foundation of chriſtian perfection; and chriſti- 
| an perfection can only recommend us to G. : 
HVumble yourſelves therefore under the mighty hand 
op. A duty, you ſee, incumbent upon us at 
all times, if we with for the protection of his al- 
mighty power; and to ſhare in the bleffings of 
his affection and love; and which I cannot but ex- 
hort you to at this time, with peculiar earneſtneſs 
= and importunity : for, is there not wrath gone out 
| From the Loxd? Are not the judgments of God 
manifeſtly abroad in the world? Hath not the LogD 
ariſen to ſhake terribly the earth? Is not the de- 
ſtroying angel gone forth with his awful eommiſſi- 
on and ought not the extenſive march he has 
already taken, to be looked upon as a convincing 
proof of the divine diſpleaſure. Is not the tre- 
mendous cataſtrophe which has lately befallen the 
metropolis of a neighbouring kingdom, in alliance 
and friendſhip with us, ſufficient to ſtrike the moſt 
undaunted mind with the utmoſt conſternation 
and 
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and dread ? Can the cries of their miſery, which 
have deeply pierced our hearts, even at this diſ- 
tance from them, fail to excite in us the tender- 
eſt commiſeration? Alas ! alas ! that great city 


Liſbon! 7hat mighty city! for in one hour is thy 


belongetb, begins to make bare his mighty arm, and 


judgment come ! But while we are filled with com- 
paſſion for their miſery and diſtreſs, we ſhould be 
awakened to a ſerious concern for our own ſafety 
and deliverance, It has been already ſeen what rea- 
| ſon there is for walking before the Almighty at all 
times in pious humility and holy awe; but when 
that power, which makes this always our reaſona- 
ble duty, begins to be exerted in the moſt dreadful 
manner; when the Logp God, to whom ven 


publickly pour down. wrath upon the guilty head; 
then is it high time for ſinners to return to him 
wich contrite hearts; reſolving  unfeignedly to 
ſerve him in true holineſs and righteouſneſs, with 
reverence and godly fear: for Hall not the dread - 
of his majeſly make us afraid ? Let us hear the ex- 
poſtulation of Gop with the people of the Jews, 
by his prophet Jeremiah, chap. v. 22. Hear now 
this, O fooliſh people, and without underflanding ; 
_ seb1ch bave eyes, . fee not; which have ears, 
and hear not; fear ye nat me? ſaith the Lord: 
will ye not tremble at my preſence ? Moſt undoubt- 
_ edly we ſhall, if we only recollect for one moment, 
that we know not how ſoon, to us, as well as 


CY | unto 


1 
unto them, our Gos may be a conſuming fire. 
It is to be hoped we ſhall not be tempted to in- 
dulge ourſelves in fin, and leſſen the terror theſe 
judgments ought to awaken in our minds, by 
aſcribing them altogether to the effect of natural 
cauſes, and excluding the interpofition of an 
ALMicnTy Hax! for this is only the mean arti- 
fice of thoſe little philoſophers, who would be 
happy if they thought themſelves out of the reach 
of divine power ; and glad if they could pull down 
the ALlMIOHT from his throne. But can we be fo 
abſurd as to imagine, that the Gop of nature has 
placed the powers of nature ſo far out of his 
reach, that he has no longer any command or do- 
minion over them ? can we be ſo impious, as well 
as fooliſh to think that HR, —wwho doth what be will 
in the armies of heaven and earth; and none can 
ay bis hand, or ſay unto him, what deft thou? 
that Hz, —woho maketh a path in the ſea, and a way in 
the mighty waters ; who commandeth the fun and it 
| ſhineth not; and ſealeth up the flars; that Hz is 
not able, whenever He pleaſes, to let looſe the 
powers of nature for the puniſhment of the diſ- 
obedient; or to ſuſpend their operations for the 
protection of the juſt ? Thoſe marvellous inſtances 
of his power, already taken notice of, muſt force 
conviction upon every man in his ſenſes, that all 
nature muſt be for ever at his command ; and 


that what with a word he created, with a word 
he 
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he can at any time deſtroy. If theſe dreadful e- 
vents which have lately ſtruck us with ſurprize; 
were ſo entirely the unavoidable conſequences of 
natural cauſes, that Pxovip Ex ex could not prevent 
them, why do they not oftener come to paſs ? 
what is there to controul and reſtrain them if it is 
not the omnipotence of that Gop who at firſt 
gave them a being? and whenever they are ſuf- 
fered to produce theſe effects, what is it to be 
aſcribed to, but his uncontroulable will; for Hz 
maketh, ſaith Solomon, the creature his weapon a- 
 gainſt his enemies; and the world a fight with 
Hum againſt the unwiſe. 
Let us not therefore flatter 5 2 the 
vain hope of being ſecured from theſe calamities 
by our peculiar ſituation and happy climate: ſince 
no ſituation whatever can poſſibly carry us out of 
the reach of Gop's hand! and as we have already 
been twiee alarmed with theſe convulſions of the 
earth, even in our own much boaſted iſland, we 
can never conclude, without abſurdity, that it is 
_ impoſſible they ſhould ever return. Ye who are 
weak, or wicked enough to entertain ſo preſump- 
tuous a thought, will ye vouchſafe to believe the 
ſcriptures? if ye will ſubmit to their authority, 
let me aſk you in the words of the prophet Iſaiah, 
Have ye not known ? have ye not heard? hath it not 
been told you from the beginning ? that the r 
Ing Gop, * Leun the CREATOR of the ends of 
the 


[ 14 15 
the earth ; who hath meaſured the waters in the hol- 
low of his hand, and meted out heaven with a ſpan ; 
who hath weighed the mountains in ſcales, and the 
bills in a ballance—is HE, who fitteth upon the circle 

| of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as 
graſhoppers ! all nations before Him are as nothing! 
nay leſs than nothing, and vanity : behold, ſays the 
prophet, they are as @ drop of the bucket, and are 
counted as the ſmall duſt of the ballance ! behold ! He 
taketh up the ifles as a very little thing ! If this will 
not convince you what it is in the power of Gop 
to do, hear fram the mouth of other divine wri- 
ters, what it has done! remember, Moſes in- 
forms you, that the Lok D once made @ new thing, 
to ſhe his diſpleaſure againſt Korah and his com- 
pany ; for as ſoon as the prophet had done ſpeak- 
ing, the ground clave aſunder that was under them; 
and they went down alive into the pit, and periſh'd 
from among the congregation | Will you not ac- 
knowledge this to have been one effect of the im- 
mediate interpoſition of the divine power ? or will 
you provoke the LoRD to make a new thing once 
again, to ſatisfy you it is in his power to do it? 

Will you dare to aſcribe this event to a natural 

cauſe, or the temper of the climate ; when the 
inſpired writer aſſures us, it was not only uncom- 
mon and extraordinary, but ſomething entirely 

new? But what will you ſay to the aſtoniſhing 
ſucceſs of thoſe prayers and midnight praiſes Paul 


and 


1131 
and Silas ſent up to the throne of Gon? do you 
= remember, that ſuddenly there was à great earth- 
' quake, fo that the foundations of the priſon were 
ſhaken; and immediately the doors were open d, and 
every one's bands were looſed? if you remember 
this, you cannot but cry out, with wonder and 
conviRtion, who ſeeth not that the hand of the Logv 
75 in all this? There are, beſides theſe, many other 
_ paſſages in ſcripture, proper to be laid before you 
upon this occafion ; a few of which I ſhall there- 
fore beg leave to ſelect. The earth trembled and 
 quaked, fays holy David, the wery foundations of 
| the hills ſhook, and were removed, becauſe Hz was 
wroth ! the channels of waters were ſeen, the very 
foundations of the round world were diſcovered at 
thy chiding, O Lorp! at the blaſt of the breath of 
thy diſpleaſure. For He loketh, faith holy Job, p- 
on the earth and it trembleth ! He toucheth the bills, 
and they ſmoke ! the pillars of heaven tremble, and 
are aftoniſhed at his reproof | Hz removeth the moun- 
tains, and they know it not; and overturneth the 
rocks in his anger! Hz ſhaketh the earth out of its 
place, and the pillars thereof tremble ! a very ſuf - 
ficient reaſon for which the prophet Samuel hath 
affigned—for the pillars of the earth are the Lox bs; 
and He hath ſet the world upon them. I ſhall cloſe 
theſe magnificent deſcriptions of God's univer- 
ſal and tremendous power, with the words of 
the prophet Habakkuk, Gop came from Teman, 


and 
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and the Hory One from Mount Paran! bis glory 
covered the heavens; and the earth was full of bis 

praiſe ! when be marched through the land in indig- 
nation, and threſhed the heathen in his anger ;—the 
mountains ſaw him and they trembled! the over flow- 
ing of the water paſſed by! the deep uttered his voice, 
and lift his hands on high ! was the Lok diſpleaſed 
againſt the rivers? was thine anger againſt the ri- 
vers? was thy wrath againſt the ſea? that thou 
drdft ride upon thine horſes and thy chariots of ſal- 


vation. Before him went the peſtilence; and burning 


coals went forth at his feet ! he beheld, and drove 
aſunder the nations ! and the everlaſiing mountains 


were ſcattered ; and the perpetual hills did bow! 
Doubt then no longer of the particular agency of 
the divine PRovIDENCE in thoſe events which have 
lately been brought to paſs ; but let us ſtand in 
awe, and fin not, that we may be nn and 
deſended from them. 


Another very important reaſon for our bunbling 
ourſelves before the LoxpD our Gor, and for which 
we are particularly met together at this time, is 
the expectation we are in of a moſt bloody and 
deſtructive war; the extent of which, none but 
an all-wiſe Gop can foreſee; and no Power but 
that which maketh wars to ceaſe in all the world, 
can prevent from bringing deſtruction upon us. 
He only it is, 2 ruleth the raging of the ſea, 
| and Ailleth the waves thereof when they ariſe ; wha 

 commandeth 5 
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commandeth the winds and the water, and they in- 
Aantiy obey lum l H who once divided the ſea for 
bis choſen people ! who made the waters to fland on 
an heap, and led them through the deep as through @ 
_ wilderneſs H x only it is who can be the guardian 
of our boaſted fleets; and bleſs our attempts with 
a glorious ſucceſs H who flew in the camp of 
the Affyrians, in one night, one hundred, four feore, 
and five thouſand men! Hr who marched before 
the Tjraclites, for their protection from the Egyp- 
tians, in à pillar of a cloud by day, and a pillar of | 
tre by night Hr can ſend forth again the angel 
of his preſence before us, to trouble and diſcomfit 
the hoſt of our enemies, and bring us the victory by 
; ns moſt unexpected means, 

Humble yourſelwes therefore under the mighty 
hand of Gop, that you may engage his favour 


. an omnipotence in your defence! which leads 


me in the laſt place to point out to you that proper 

humiliation, which will procure for us ſo ineſti- 
mable a bleſſing. 

And, in few words, it is chat biraitiltion, which 
muſt produce in our hearts an unfeigned contrition 

for our manifold impieties; and impreſs upon our 

minds a laſting ſenſe of our ingratitude to Gop,— 
It is that humiliation which does not conſiſt in one 
day's mortification of the body, but in mortifying 


and deſtroying all the diſorders of our ſouls —It 
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proper ſelf-abhorrence, will lead us for the future, 
upon truly religious principles, —a love of Gop, 
and juſt ſenſe of our obligations to him to per- 

ſevere in all holineſs and righteouſneſs to the end 
of our days.— Finally, it is that humiliation which 
muſt be accompanied in every one of us, with an 
entire renunciation of all thoſe unholy tempers; 
thoſe impure affections; thoſe unruly paſſions; 
thoſe ſinful diſpoſitions and unchriſtian practices, 
which have long ſeparated between Gop and us, 
and muſt in the end, bring down his judgments | 
upon us, if not repented of, and forſaken. —I 
cannot but own it would be much more agreeable 
to applaud than reprove ; and fincerely ſhould I re- 
Joice, did I not ſee much greater occaſion for cen- 
ſure than- praiſe. But this place is too facred for 
flattery to be uſed ; neither is this a time for diſſi- 
mulation or filence ! I muſt therefore, with free- 
dom obſerve to you, that our iniquities are increaſed 
over our heads, and our treſpaſſes are grown up un- 
to the heavens Lock around you in the world! 
where do you ſee any traces of the pure religion 
of the bleſſed Jzsus? Where do you meet with 
any that are hungring and thirſting after righte- 
ouſneſs? whoſe meat and drink it is, to do the 
will of their father which is in heaven? Where 
is the love of Gop to be found? How few are 
there, who can cry out with the devout Pſalmiſt, 
Like as the hart panteth 9 8 the water-brooks, ſo. 
longeth 


| [ 279 ] 
- gerd my ſoul after thee, O Gop ! My ſoul is a- 
thirſt for Gon! yea, even for t the living Gop! 


When ſhall I come to appear in the preſence of my 
| Gop? Whoever is bold enough to ſhew forth ſuch 


extraordinary piety, is he not immediately branded 


with the name of enthuſiaſt, and made the ſubje&t 
of ridicule and contempt ?=Who is there that 
will ſtand up for the cauſe of Gon and religion? 
and who will not be aſhamed to confeſs the faith 
of the Goſpel? Look round and tell me,—inſtead 
of pure and undefiled religion, what do you diſ- 
cover but a ſcene of univerſal corruption and im- 
piety ? In the higher ranks of men, what do we 
behold, but diſſoluteneſs and prophaneneſs, luxury 
and pride? an affected contempt of every thing 
ſerious and ſacred; and a glorying in that which 
is their greateſt ſhame? as if it were beneath a 
gentleman to be a chriſtian; and below him to 
ſtoop to that awful Power, which could ſpeak 
him out of being the next moment if he pleaſed 


| 4 Among the common people of the land, what do 


we ſee but drunkenneſs and ſhameleſs debauche- 

ries ? what do we hear but that ſacred name per- 
petually blaſphemed by horrid oaths and impreca- 
tions, which is the higheſt joy of every pious ſoul; 
and the everlaſting delight of adoring angels 
And from the higheſt to the loweſt,” do 'we not 

obſerve a dreadful prophanation of the Lord's- 
Day ? The men of buſineſs often deroting it to 
D 2 their 
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their worldly and temporal affairs; and the men 
of gaiety, to idle pleaſures and inſignificant a- 
muſements! as if one day in ſeven was too much 
to be taken from the trifling concerns of this tran- 
ſient ſcene, to advance the perfection of our better 
part, and ſecure its happineſs to all eternity. 
But let us turn our eyes upon thoſe: who make 
greater pretences to chriſtianity | do they afford 
us a more agreeable proſpect? alas! we diſcover, 
to our great concern and diſappointment, the ſame 
peeviſhneſs and ill-nature;; the ſame paſſion and 
pride ; the ſame vanities and intemperance ; the 
ſame uncharitableneſs, and ſpirit of revenge, as we 
find in others who make no ſuch pretenſions! we 
fee them indeed oftener in the houſe of Gop ; 
and therein lies all the difference; but we may 
obſerve them, many times, ſo irreverent and in- 
devout, as is a painful conviction they come there 
more out of cuſtom, and to keep up their repu- 
tation, than from a love of Gop, and delight in 
when they ſhould be humbled on their knees be- 
fore their Maker; and others reclined in the moſt 
indolent poſture, when the high praiſes of G 
are in their mouths Is this to praiſe and worſhip 
the Lox p according to his excellent Greatneſs ! No! 
my Brethren I this is all but a folemn mockery of 

Gon! drawing nigh to him with their lips while 
| + 10600; ner And as ſuch is the 


deyo- 
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A of theſe nominal chriſtians, where is the 
wonder that no better ſhould be their lives ?—no- 
thing of the true ſpirit of chriſtianity to be ſeen in 
them! nothing of that holineſs and piety ; that 
heavenly-mindedneſs and contempt of the world : 
that benevolenen and purity | that meekneſs and 
| humility, which are the diſtinguiſhing marks of 
the diſciples of Chriſt ! Sha#l I not vifit for theſe 
things, ſaith the Lox D? ſhall not my ſoul be avenged 
on ſuch a nation as this? A nation who fin againſt 


dhe pureſt knowledge and the cleareſt light; whoſe 


provocation therefore is the greater ; their fin the 
more exceeding ſinful ; and * K ann the 
more abundantly juſt. 

But may this days humiliation « and 8 
lead us all to amend whatever may be diſpleaſing 
to the Majeſty of the Moft High Gop!—This, 
we muſt ever remember, our own particular inte- 
reſt obliges us to; not only if we would ſecure a 
happy immortality in his bliſsful preſence hereaf- 
ter; but even if we deſire to live in caſe and ſa- 
tisfaction at preſent; every mam under bis own 
vine, and under his own fig-tree, taſting the 
bleſſed fruits of uninterrupted liberty and peace. 
It is moreover a duty bound upon us by all the 
moſt ſolemn and endearing ties; our KINGS and 
Country demand it of us, if we are zealous: for 
the ſafety and honour of the One, and wiſh for- 

the proſperity and glory of the other! Our Friends 


gÞ 
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and Relations ; ; F athers and Huſbands ; ; Brothers 
and Sons: The tender Virgin; the beloved Wife; 
the venerable Matron; all with one voice unite 
in the important requeſt; and if you value their 
happineſs, you will not, you cannot refuſe them.— 
But above all; the moſt holy Religion of the bleſ- 
ſed Jesvs, and the pure and rational Worſhip of 
our excellent Church, may ſoon be taken from 


us, unleſs we become more _— to have them 
preſerved. _ | 


Lt us endeavour to porn ſo, by a compleat 
reformation ! and while all of us complain of the 
general corruption, let every one take care to a- 
mend one out of the number : for a reformation 
can no otherwiſe become _ univerſal, than as it is 
the amendment of every individual. Till this be 
done, we muſt not hope for ſafety ! — A few 
righteous cannot ſaveus! Noah, Daniel, and Job, 

ſhall deliver but their own ſouls by their righte- 
ouſneſs | ſo that if we fail in this important matter; 
if we will not ſacrifice our fins for the ſafety of our 
envied LAxp, let us talk no more of the love 
of our country ; for we ſhall be the worſt ene- 
mies our country ever ſaw : as we ſhall bring down 
upon it the diſpleaſure of that tremendous Being, 
whoſe mighty hand, though powerful to fave, is 
omnipotent to deſtroy ; and whoſe favour and 
protecting care, not all our prayers and penitence, 
this day, will be able to procure, without the fu- 
ture obedience and piety of our lives. 

= In 
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In one word then; if we expect the protection 

of heaven, we muſt firſt take care to deſerve it: 

If we expect that Gop ſhould look down upon us 
with regard and approbation, we muſt firſt look 
up to Him with humility and pious love! if we 
expect that the ALMIGHT Y ſhould fake delight in 
ws, to bleſs us, we muſt firſt take the higheſt plea- 
ſure in ſerving and obeying him. Then will the 
Lord of hoſts go forth with our armies; and the 

| God of Jacob be our refuge] Then need we not 
fear, though the earth be removed; and though the 
mountains be carried into the midſt of the ſea ! know- 
ing this, that , our earthly bouſe of this tabernacle 
be diſſolved, we ſhall have a building of Gop ; an 
bouſe not made with bands; eternal in the heavens. 


SERMON 


SERMON I. 


Feng xXXXIV, 26. 


4. mam that faſteth for his fins, and goeth 
again, and dbeth the ſame, who will hear 
his prayer ? and what doth his Junk | 
ale him 8 7 


8 he late Glemn exerciſe of repentance and 
humiliation, ſeems to have been univerſal- 
ly performed with all that ſeriouſneſs and 
devotion, which every chriſtian mind could not 
but earneſtly defire ; we cannot but entertain the 
pleaſing hope, it will be attended with all thoſe 
bleſſed fruits, N pious heart 1 is ardent to im- 
R ; 
If we were = 3 anden and our 
hearts devoutly, and affectionately humbled.—If 
from a deep ſenſe of the wretchedneſs and ingra- 
titude of thoſe who are departed from Gop, and 


at enmity againſt him by wicked works; we have 


returned to Him, like the repentant prodigal, with 
undiſſembled remorſe; and fought the light of His 
countenance with a pious ſollicitude; hat glori- 
ous conſequences may we not expect to behold ? 
| E 2 May 
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May we not hope, with humble confidence, that 
Gon will again ſend forth His SpIRIT to renew 


tze face of the moral world? and that the Loxp 
will once more rejoice in his works? May we not 


hope that divine Grace will diſpel, with its hea- 
venly beams, the clouds and darkneſs of our be- 
nighted minds? and that the KINGDOM of Gon 


will be erected in all our hearts? May we not 


hope to ſee religion lift up again her long deject- 
ed head; and all impiety and prophaneneſs fly be- 
fare her face? aſhamed to appear in her venerable . 
preſence, and ſtruck with the majeſty of her aw- 
ful brow! May we not hope to behold chriſti- 


anity, at length, taking her laſting feat in all our 


minds; and eſtabliſhing an immoveable empire 
over all our ſouls? diffuſing throughout the happy 


realm, —meekneſs and patience ; temperance and 
humility ; juſtice and piety ; purity and love! 
thoſe incomparable and heaven-born GRaces; 
which are the diſtinguiſhed ornaments of her a- 
miable children; and the peculiar reſult of her 
bleſſed fway | May we not hope for theſe glori- 


| ous effects from that day's devotion and piety, 


which beheld a nation returning to their offended 
Gon; and millions proftrate in humility before 


him ! a fight, —at which the morning flars might 
fing again together; and all the on of Gop re- 


peat their ſhouts of joy ! for the converſion of thou- 
ſands is a more glorious work than the creation 
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of a word a fight; qrhich- inſt pröcdues ud 


common joy in the preſence of the angels of GO 
and upon which the moſt High would/look down 


with ſatisfaction and delight. But there the con- 


| ſequence will not end; for © thoſe, whom Gop 


*« delights in, muſt be happy.” A virtuous, re- 
ligious, and pious people, can never fail of pro- 


curing his protection and defence. His hand ſhall 
hold them faſt ; His arm ſtall firengthen them; and 


the Lok D thy Gon, ſays Moſes, to the people of 
Iſrael, ſhall ſet thee. up on high, "above all the na- 
tions of the earth 1 The Box. fhall cauſe thine ene · 
mies that riſe up againſt thee, to be ſmitten before 
thy face: they ſhall come' out againſt thee one way; 
and ſhall flee before thee ſeven 1ays ! and all theſe 
bleſſmgs. ſhall come upon thee, and overtake thee. 


| Bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the city, and bleſſed ſhalt 


thou be in the field ! Bleſſed ſhall be the fruit of thy 
body ; and the fruit of thy ground; and the fruit 
of thy cattle ; the increaſe of thy kine; and the 


Kocks of thy ſheep ! Bleſſed fhall be thy baſket, and 


thy fore Bleſſed ſhalt thou be when thou comeſt in, 


and bleſſed ſhalt thou be when thou goeft out ! 


But what are we to look for, my beloved, if 


inſtead of an act of true penitence and devotion, 
our faſt has been nothing but diſſimulation with 
Gop ? If inſtead of offering up before his throne, 


the ſweet oblation of a pure and contrite heart, 


we have only preſented him with the formal lip 
0 -S 5 ſervice 
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ſervice of phariſaical hypocrites ? and if inſtead 
of a life of exemplary virtue, piety, and holineſs 
for the future, we venture to return to our for- 
mer vices, and. ſuffer ourſelves. to continue under 


| the ſlavery and dominion of our luſts? What are 


we to look for, but that the ſword of vengeance, 


which long has hung over our heads, ſhould no 


longer be reſtrained from falling with ten-fold in- 
dignation upon us? What are we to look for, 


but to be deprived of the enjoyment of our moſt 


holy religion; and that the Kingdom of Gop will 
be taken from us, and given to a nation bringing forth 
the fruits thereof > | 

Our future conduct, n is a matter of the 
higheſt importance; ſince from thence will be diſ— 
covered the fincerity of our humiliation, and up- 
on that will depend the ſucceſs of our prayers: . 
for he that faſteth for his fins, and goeth again 


and doeth the ſame, who will hear bis prayer? 
and what doth his humbling profit. him? I am 


perſuaded, however, better things of you; and things 
that accompany ſalvation: but becauſe we can ne- 


ver be too much upon our guard againſt the ma- 
lice of our great and ſubtle adverſary, and the 
. treachery of our own deceitful hearts, which con- 
ſpire to betray men into a fatal deluſion, to ima- 
gine a ſorrow for fin will be ſufficient to obtain 


remiſſion for it, without that real amendment 
ſuch ſorrow ſhould always produce; I thought I 


could not more profitably engage your attention, 


than 


1 20 1 


than by diſcourſing upon the great impiety that 
man 1s guilty'of, who having faſed for bis fins, 


goerb again, and doeth the fame : from which con- 


ſideration we ſhall naturally be led to diſcover both 


the unprofitableneſs and danger of ſuch a conduct. 
And the. impiety of it will abundantly appear, 
by conſidering it as an attempt to impoſe on the 
wiſdom and diſcernment of that omniſcient BE1NG 
who has once moſt ſolemnly: declared in his holy 
word, 1, the LoRD, ſearch. the' hearts,” I try the 
reins, even to give every man according to his aways, 
and according tothe fruit of bis doings Why has 
he made this awful declaration, but to deter us 


from ſo daring and dreadful an hypocrify ? What 


has he given us this ſolemn notice for, but that 
whenever we addreſs: the throne of Grace, a reve- 
rential awe. may poſſeſs our minds, and every holy 
affection be kindled in our ſouls; to the end that 
our devotions might be pleaſing in his ſight; and 
our ſupplications aſcend as incenſe from the burn- 
ing altar of our hearts. To approach our Maker 


then, at any time with affected ſorrow and re- 


morſe; — to pretend to confeſs and lament our 
tranſgreſſions before the Lorp, without feeling 
the burden of them, and a real anguiſh and com- 
punction for them ; and to call ourſelves wretch- 
ed and miſerable ſinners, while we are ſtrangers 


to that inward concern and trouble which ought to 


All our hearts at fo fad and W a reflection; 
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is undoubtedly a crime of peculiar” Heinoufnels 
and guilt: neither is it to be wondered at, if it 
ſhould be followed by a return to thoſe very vices; 
we thus deceitfully acknowledge and deplore.— 
But when the finner not only bewails his miſdo- 
ings before the throne of a moſt wiſe and holy 
Go, but alſo, by mortification and abſtinence, 
inflicts upon himſelf a voluntary puniſhment; 
teſtifying in the ſtrongeſt manner, his own con- 
viction and abhorrence of them, and the juſt ſenſe 
he has of the vengeance they deſerve this is ad- 
vancing to the higheſt ftep in outward” repent- 
ancez>and; conſequeitly, his return to them, will 
be riſing to the higheſt degree of guilt. —A guilt, 

which the moſt curſed beings, now groaning in 
the regions'of miſery and defpair, have never yet 
been able to reach They never repented, and 


_ relapſed into fin! —Gop never yet vouchſafed 


them an opportunity to repent! that is a favour 
only beſtowed upon ungrateful man! and to a- 
buſe this unmerited mercy to fo horrid a purpoſe, 
eee eee boon | 


the power of language to expreſs. 


Conſider well with yourſelves what goodneſs it - | 


is to allow the preſumptuons an hour to repent in; 
and not proceed to execute that righteous ſentence 
which juſtice cannot but pronounce ; and mercy 
itſelf muſt approve !—This is an hour for which 
the e ſpirits of darkneſs would rejoice to 

| ſuffer 


31 
ufer whole ages to come, if Gon would at length 
but condeſcend to grant it them !—and this is that 
bleſſed hour, which on the late day of general 
humiliation was graciouſly afforded: us all; —an 
portance i and not only big with the fate of theſe 
or miſery of many of us may greatly depend: for 
whoever ſhall venture to return to thoſe impieties 
which in that hour he pretended to bewail and 
renounce, will plainly een eee 
inflead:of employing thoſe apa 
| the moſt noble and falutary ends, by returning to 
So with all his heart, he has ſpent. them in an 
act of the higheſt. contempt and mockery; of his 
CREATOR] for can you conceive any thing more 
amazingly ſinful, than to offer ſuch an affront to 
the wiſdom of Heaven! and thus contemptuouſly 
to diſregard the MajesTy of the Lon p? Ho 
ever cafily ſuch a diſſembler may have impoſed on 
the ſhort- ſightedneſs of a man like himſelf, yet 
let him remember, to his diſappointment and con- 


- fafion, that Gop can never be mocked ! for the 


Lon p. ſeerb not as man ſeeth ; for man looketh upon 
the outward appearance, but the Loxp looketh an 
the heart And as the hypocrite in his heart deſ- 
piſes bis MAKER, therefore be that made him will 
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him to the uttermoſt ; and in his ſecurity be fl be 
deftroyed ; and periſh in the day of vengeance ! 
From theſe confiderations we diſcover very ma- 
nifeſtly the unprofitableneſs of ſuch a faſt : for 
this being one of the higheſt exerciſes of penitence 
we can perform, — the virtue and excellence 
of it is deſtroyed by this baſe mixture of hypo- 
criſy-and deceit, it immediately turns into an act 
of the moſt deſperate wickedneſs: and when that 
which was to have been a means of reconciling 
us to Gop, becomes itſelf the boldeſt inſult a- 
ts his MajrsTy we can poſſibly commit, 
how can we imagine it will procure us that pro- 
tection from Heaven, ſo neceſlary at this junc- 
ture, and which it was the peculiar deſign of that 
humiliation to obtain? It can never purchaſe for 
us this bleſſing, if the warning the ſacred ſcrip- 
| tures have given us, is at all to be depended upon: 
for there we are informed that Gop heareth not 
finners : and we cannot but be ſenſible, if the holy 
exerciſes of that day, do not lead us to renounce 
and forſake our evil ways, we ſhall become much 
more criminal in the fight of Gop than before: 
our very tears will ſtand in need of waſhing, and 
our penitence and projers be aleminatian to the 
Lord! 
What will be the fate of 10 gad a people, 
we may learn from thoſe declarations Gop him- 
ſelf has made to us in his 1 word. At what 


time, | 


1335 


eine, Lays the Loxp by his prophet Jeremiah, I 
ſhall ſpeak concerning à nation, or concerning 4 
kingdom, to build, and to plant it; if. it do evil in 
my /ight, that it will not obey ny vaice, I ill re- 
pent of the good wherewith I ſaid I would benefit 
them ; and I will pluck up and utterly deftroy that na- 
tion, ſaith the LoxDof HosTs. But there is a paſ- 
ſage ſtill more remarkable in the ſecond book of 
the Chronicles, and more peculiarly ſuitable to 
our preſent purpoſe. Solomon in that beautiful 
and excellent prayer he makes on the day of the 
dedication, of the temple, enumerates the various 
calamities that might befal the people of Gon, as 
ſo many important occaſions upon which they 
| ſhould ſend up their ſupplications from that holy 
pulwG⸗ace; and among many others, he mentions their 
enemies befieging them in the cities of their land ; 
oer if they ſhould go out to war by the way that Gop 
ſhould ſend them. Then, ſays he, O Lord Gop, what 
prayer, or what ſupplication ſoever ſhall be made 
of any man, or of all thy people Iſrael, when every 
man, ſhall know his own grief, and ſhall ſpread forth 


bis hands before Thee, —then hear thou from heaven 


thy dwelling-place, and when thou heareſt forgive ; 
and maintain thetr cauſe ; that all the earth may 
| know thy name, and fear thee, as thy people Iſrael 
_ doth —This is the prayer: and we ſhall do well 

to attend to the anſwer Gop himſelf condeſcend- 
ed to give him —The Loxp appeared to Solomon 
in the night, and ſaid unto him, I have heard thy 
Prayer. If my people, which is called by my name, 

8 F * 
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foal humble themſelves, and pray, and ſeek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then Twill I hear 
From heaven, and will forgive their fin ; and wil! 
heal their land. But if ye turn away, and forſake 
my flatutes, and my commandments which I have 
given you, —then will I pluck them up by the roots 

out of the land which I have given unto them . 
And if it ſhall be aſted, why hath the LoxpD done 
thus unto this land ?—it ſhall be anſwered, becauſe 
they forſook the Loxp Gop of their fathers ; there- 

fore hath he brought all this evil upon them ! 

Lou have now heard, my Brethren, from the 
mouth of Gop, what it is we are to expect from 
the uplifted ſword of divine vengeance, if we 
venture to provoke the LorD to anger. We may 
juſtly expect there will be great diſtreſs in the land, 
and wratb upon this people: for thus ſaith the Loop 
Gop: Ab! I will eaſe me of mine adverſaries ; J 
 aorll avenge me of mine enemies /—And that we 
may not preſumptuouſly rely upon our outward 
humiliation ; and vainly truſt to any external ce- 
remonies, and forms of devotion to avert the di- 
vine diſpleaſure, without the real amendment and 
pure obedience of our lives; let me deſire you 
once more to attend to the words of Gop by his 
prophet Iſaiah. To what purpoſe are the multitude: 
of your ſacrifices unto me? ſaith the Loxp: Tam _ 
full of the burnt-offering of rams; and the fat of © 
fed beaſts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks,, | 

er of lambs, or of he-goats ! —Bring no more your 
Vain eHations unto me! Incenſe is an abomination 
| * 


[35] . 
unto me! Your new moons, and your ſabbaths:; the 
calling of aſſemblies I cannot away with ; it is ini- 
quity; even the ſolemn meeting: and when ye ſpread 
forth your hands unto me, T will hide my face from 
| you; and when ye make many prayers, I aol] not 
bear: Your hands are full of blood. But waſb ye; 
nate ye clean; put away the evil of your doings from 
before mine eyes; ceaſe to do evil; learn to do well. 

Here then we cannot but take notice, of how 
little value and ſignification all external perform- 


ances are, even the moſt coſtly ſacrifices, in the ſight 
of Gop, without purity, righteouſneſs and holineſs 


of life. Theſe are the fruits Gop has, no doubt, 
expected his unmerited forbearance would at 
length have produced! Mercy has waited long, 
and patiently ! Divine tenderneſs and love have pur- 
ſued us through all our deviations from the paths 
of duty, with ſuch repeated favours, and unde- 
ſerved bleſſings, as if reſolved to overcome us at 
laſt, and melt down our unrelenting hearts, into 
affection, gratitude and obedience. But there 
is a time when goodneſs itfelf can hold out no 
longer, and infinite compaſſion will come to an 
end. If ingratitude and rebellion are all the re- 
turns we intend to make him, for his great and 
unparalleled loving kindneſs, we muſt expect that 
mercy will be turned into the hotteſt diſpleaſure; 
and ve ſhall be devoured by tbe ſword, for the n, 
of the Lox p bath ſpoken it. 
Turn ye, therefore, from your evil ways 1 for 
| * will ye die? Oh! conſider, before you feel, 
E 2 1 
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it, what a — thing it is to fall into the hands 
of the Living Gop ! That righteous Gor, who 
alone loveth righteouſneſs; and whoſe countenance © 
can only behold the upright !—That righteous Gop, 
who to the wicked ſhall become a conſuming fire; 
_ whom the LorD ſhall deſtroy with the ſpirit of his 
mouth; and conſume by the brightneſs of his coming. 
If therefore you have any regard for the hap- 
pineſs of your country; any affection for thoſe 
you are united with in the ſtrongeſt manner, and 
whom you may ſoon behold a ſacrifice to cruel 
and unrelenting focs ;—think it not ſufficient to 
avert the impending calamities, and appeaſe the 
anger of an incenſed Gop, that you have one day 
humbled yourſelves before him ; unleſs you turn 
from thoſe iniquities, which have made that hu- 
miliation ſo neceſſary and becoming How elſe 
can be bear your prayer? and what will your hum- 
bling profit you ?—A queſtion, you are well able, 
by this time, to anſwer for yourſelves; ſince from 
what has been already obſerved, you muſt be a- 
bundantly convinced, that ſo far from profiting you, 
it will only enflame and aggravate your guilt; and 
call down upon your devoted heads, a more ſwift 
and terrible deſtruction. This is the conſequence to 
| be looked for in general, from fo daring an of- 
fence : but there is to every particular offender, a 
ſtill more dreadful conſequence to be expected; 
for you muſt remember,—not only temporal ruin, 
but everlaſting perdition awaits them. 

If no other motives, then, will prevail with 

| us 


1 
us, may theſe errors of the Loxnp have power to 
perſuade; if we have no longer any ſincere af- 
fection for our Country, nor any tenderneſs for 
our friends, ſure we have preſerv d at leaſt ſome little 
compaſſion for own our ſouls ! {thoſe precious ſouls, 
for which our great REDEEMER expired upon 
the Croſs, and whoſe eternal happineſs if we ſin- 
cerely regard, let us beware of falling into ſo dan- 
gerous a crime |! —It will be one effectual means 
| of guarding us againſt it, frequently to recollect the 
wiſe man's expoſtulation in the text, A man that 
Faſteth for his fins, and goeth again, and doeth the 
ſame, what will his humbling profit him? That ſuch 
an humiliation can neither forward our progreſs in 
the chriſtian life, nor procure us the favour of 
Gov, and eternal bleſſedneſs in the life to come, 
muſt be the aſſent of every ſober and conſiderate 


mind]; and which I ſhall now endeavour more 


diſtinctly to prove. 
In the firſt place, if our penitence has been in- 
ſincere, and our repentance only feign'd and hy- 
_ pocritical, we then ſurely can have no doubt but 
that our deſtruction will be as certain, as it is juſt; 
and great, as it is inevitable! for what, ſays holy Feb, 
is the hope of the hypocrite when God taketh away 
his ſoul ? —On the other hand, tho' our humilia- 
tion may have been ſincere, and our trouble real 
and unaffected; yet if we relapſe into our former 
evil courſes, after thus humbling ourſelves in ſin- 
cerity for them; e are then in a ſtill more dan- 
gerous and deplorable ſtate. For before a man 
. can 
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- can be ſincerely peinitoeit for his tranſgteffions,” he 
- muſt have been brought to a true ſenfe of their e- 
vil nature and pernicious effects! He muſt have 
felt the weight and burden of them ; and been 
overwhelm'd at the thoughts of fo ungrateful a a 
return for the many ſignal inſtances of divine 
goodneſs and love ! —He muſt have beheld him- 
ſelf in the ſame ſhocking light wherein he appears 
before the eyes of his CREATOR; as well as felt 
the intolerable miſery of thoſe who have forſaken 
God, and are under the frowns of his indignation 
and diſpleaſure ; all this he cannot but have ſeen 
and felt, if he has been ſincerely penitent ; and af- 
ter this, ſhould he venture deliberately to offend 
again, there is great reaſon to fear, he will become 
for the future more hardened and inſenſible; and, 
in the end, utterly obdurate, and incorrigible. — 
There are ſome hopes of a man who has never yet 
been truly penitent ! —When he comes to ſee 
himſelf as he really is, and diſcover that wretched 
and miſerable ſtate to which his fins have reduc'd 
him! — there are ſome hopes, that a fight ſo full 
of horror, would prevent his ever returning to 
them again ; and lead him to the mercy ſeat of 
that divine SAviour who only is able to deliver 
him from them. —But what hopes can there be 
of him, who has been preſented with ſuch a fight, 
and yet has fuffer'd the impreſſion to wear off a- 
gain? —What hopes of him, who after feeling 
conviction: and remorſe, can preſumptuouſly fin a- 


gainſt light and * ? What hopes of him, 


who 


"ras 


> who has had a view of the odious nature of ſin, 


and been alarm'd at the terrible conſequences at- 
tending it? who has ſeen, as it were, to uſe the 
language of ſcripture, hell open before him; and 
the gates of heaven ſhut againſt him! Who has 

| heard the voice of the compaſſionate Saviour and 

juſt Judge of the World pronouncing that ſentence 
which ſhall never be revok'd Go ye curſed into e- 
verlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels. 
* Go, ſeek your portion with hypocrites and unbe- 
e lievers ! all your vain and deceitful pretences can 

never impoſe upon unerring wiſdom and omni- 
c ſcience! all your boaſted profeſſions of my reli- 
* gion, while you have ſhewn forth none of the 
ce fruits of it in your lives, will never entitle you 
to a place among my faithful diſciples; nor to- 
ce reign with me in my Kingdom of Glory.” De- 
part from me ! I know you not ! ye have been only 
the workers of iniquity ! —What hopes then of 
him, who has heard this awful ſentence ſounding 


in his ears; and been able to get over ſo mighty _ 


a reſtraint ? What is there that can poſſibly ſubdue: 
his unruly paſſions ; and controul his enflav'd and 
corrupted will ? —Not the grace of God! — for 
that is departed from him. Not the fear of pu- 
 niſhment! for that he has been able to overcome | 
Not the hopes of glory, for that he undervalues,. 
and diſregards! —Not an averſion for fin ! — for 
the love of that is ſtill reigning in his mortal body; 
and leads him, at all adventures, 10 obey it in the 
Luſts thereof. In ſhort then, what hopes can ever 


0] 
be entertain d after ſuch wilful perverſneſs and 
diſobedience? —Let not mortal man preſume to 
take upon him the province of the moſt Higheſt ; 
and attempt to determine ſo important a point: 
but let us reverently liſten to the word of Gop, 
who has long ago ſo ſolemnly pronounc'd upon 
the caſe. I is impoſſible for thoſe who have been 
once enlightened —enlightened as theſe ſinners have 
been; and brought by the holy ſpirit to diſcern 
their finfulneſs and ingratitude ; their wretchedneſs | 
and guilt it is impoſſible for thoſe who have been 
thus enlightened, and have tafted the good word of 
God, and the powers of the world to come, if they 
fall away, to renew them again unto repentance. 


You ſee therefore the unprofitableneſs of that - 


humiliation (tho' ever ſo fincere) which is not at- 
tended with an entire renunciation of every un- 
godly work; and a ſtedfaſt perſeverance in a chriſti- 
an and holy life. —If theſe blefſed fruits, ſo re- 
ſonably to be expected, ſhou d not be produced, we 
may juſtly tremble at the conſequence: for as 
ſuch a mortification and repentance, would then 
only render our hearts more hardened, and lead us 
ſtill farther from PerFEcCTION ; the event will 
certainly be, —the loſs of God's favour at preſent; 
and eternal baniſhment from his preſence hereafter. 
May theſe awful conſiderations have ſuch an 
happy influence upon all our hearts, that our ſo- 
lemn FAST may be a means of keeping alive e- 
very good purpoſe, and reſolution of our minds; 
and e us to an uniform coufſe of obedience 
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influences of tho Div mn S you R 
„„ feel trouble at the recollection uf your fins, and . 

do perceie the intolerable miſery of their infup- itt rh 
| portable burden —remember, to whonzyou mult 
' | ſeek for deliverance; and reliefs It is t hat M. 
01 vineREDEEMER, who tenderly invites ie N] ] | 
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reſt and peace to their ſouls. U e 

I Hr then let us approx with truly bro- i ee 1 
ken and contrite hearts, unfeignedly hungring ane 

5 fſſhirſting after Righteousneſs ! His holy ſpirit let us 

f devoutly ſeek for, by conſtant, and fervent prayer, ji dl 

and. a diligent attendance at his ht table; Where 1 

we ſhali be likely to receive the molt plentiful 


_ o 


. he Kine app iat br 111 25:00 
deavours being thus aſſiſted by the ſtrengthi of hia 


1 might, we ſhall be more than conqueters tho Hk 
, a 1 : 3 1 
that loved us: and being filled vat all en 


- the Spirit, walk worthy of the Loxn, 
led us to his kingdom and glory: ee | 
| maekneſs: long ſuffering and patience, holineſs and „ 
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piety; humility and love: adorning the doctine 


Bop or SAVIOUR in all things; and 4 
+ converſation as becometh the goſpel of CH . 
Then if after all our efforts, we cannot fave ort 
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fions of it, as it is one of thoſe bleſſed means of gracc, 3 4 
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eternal deſtruction. If we cannot avert the judg- 


9 7 ments that ſeem to threaten our land but Gop 
ſhouldꝭ reſolve cto deſtroy it, far tbe nvidkedneſs of 


hem that dwell there: we ſhall enjoy the comfort 
ito. think, that the fromns of his diſpleaſure are 
brightned into ſmiles of approbation upon us e 
all emo the ort to think, that when our 
-L6zp:ſhall eme with ten thouſand of his ſaints, 


_ werſhallibe able to meet him witli con 


joy: hall ſtand before bis preſence with a pious 
hope: and ait his ſentence with a joyful ſatisfacti- 
on; tranſported with. the bleſſed and comfortable 
allurance] chat having gedee med us already from 
the dominion of ſin in this world, he will deli- 
ver us from the everlaſting puniſhment of it in the 
next: will affectionately receive us as his dear 
children; and amidſt the acclamations ef rejoicing 
angels, beſtotdꝭ upon us GTORY - Ho NO, and 
IANMORTALITx in that Eternal and n KING 
don which can never be ſhnaken | 
Witlba view to the enjoyment of this -faprenie 


Fetierry;may the infinite and eternal Gor regard 


our ſupplications aud prayers for each other! May 
his bleſſing attend; and his divine ſpirit ſanctify 
both our ſouls and bodies! conducting us ſafely thro 


the ſeveral ſtages of our pilgrimage in this periſhing 


world. till we arrive at the land of everlaſting tife 5 
the heavenly Jeruſalem where} our labours being 
ended; we may reſt for ever with the Son of Gop, in 


che boſom of his love; and our prayers be m_ 
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